YOUTUBE FIGHTS TO RETAIN
CREATORS

The competition between YouTube and Netflix is
increasingly extending beyond
viewers to creator talent, with
YouTube reportedly offering
multimillion-dollar dealstoretain
leading creators as Netflix
expands its creator-led content
strategy.

The shift reflects a new
phase in the creator economy,
where platforms are investing
heavily in exclusive partnerships
to strengthen their content
portfolios and deepen audience engagement.

Netflix's collaboration with comedian Samay Raina
illustrates this evolving approach. While India's Got
Latent Season 2 will be available on both Netflix and
YouTube, the streaming platform has al so commissioned
an exclusive comedy special featuring Raina, enabling it
to build proprietary content without requiring creatorsto
leave YouTube altogether.

INDIA'S MICRODRAMA BOOM GATHERS
PACE

Microdramas are rapidly evolving from a niche
short-form format into a
mainstream content business,
with leading studios and digital

content companies making
significant investments in Ijm
vertical storytelling.

The latest move comes STUDIOS
from EPIC Studios and Rusk
Media, which have partnered to
produce50 original vertica drama
seriesacross genresincluding mythology, thriller, mystery,
romance and dramafor Rusk'sAlright! TV platform.

The companies plan to expand the slate to more
than 250 titlesby mid-2027, signalling growing confidence
inthecommercial potential of mobile-first storytelling.
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The trend follows Yash Raj Films' strategic
investment in Rusk Media earlier this year, under which
Y RFwill oversee crestive devel opment of original animation
and vertical drama |P while Rusk handles production and
distribution.

MIB WEIGHS REVISED ACCESSIBILITY
ROADMAP

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) is considering a revised
accessibility framework for
television broadcasters that
could provide more practical
implementation timelines and
simplify certain compliance
requirements.

The review follows the
rollout of accessibility guidelines
for OTT platforms earlier this
year and takes into account operational challenges faced
by broadcasters and distribution platform operators in
implementing the television accessibility standards
introduced in 2019.

KOREAN CONTENT EMERGES AS OTT'S
NEWEST COMPETITIVE BATTLEGROUND

Korean entertainment has evolved from a niche
streaming genreinto astrategic
content category, prompting
OTT platforms to significantly g
expand their investments in
K orean programming.

Prime Video's recent
multi-year partnership with
South Korean entertainment |
company CJ ENM, which will =
bring morethan 100 K oreantitles
to India, reflects the growing &
importance of international
content in platform strategies.

Thedeal includes 26 new releases over the next two
years, with programming available in multiple Indian
languages through dubbing and subtitles.®
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